AGAINST 


LENI 


ROBREDO 





NOTE 


| go by Ana Libre, born a female and currently living here in the Philippines. | align with 
Anarcha-Feminism. 


Despite VP Leni Robredo doing a great job as our current VP (as a VP should with the 
Filipinos' money), | have come to dislike her for the reasons that will be discussed in the 
following pages. 


| don't vote; | don't believe in Elections. But my loved ones and the people in my 
surroundings do. | don't believe in forcing my perspectives on anyone; however, | 
believe in calling out the ever harmful verbal and mental gymnastics that has always 
been present during PH elections, most especially in Leni's 2022 political campaign. 


I’m against Marcos and traditional politicians or TRAPO. I’m sick of the fanaticism 
surrounding Leni Robredo. I’m sick of Identity Politics and Personality Politics that have 
been going on since October 2021. 


My current view of Halalan 2022 is a battle between two cults: The cult of Bongbong 
Marcos (BBM) and the cult of Leni Robredo (Kakampinks). BBM is not the only enemy 
we're facing in the present; although he's an obvious one. Ping Lacson is a fascist. 
Manny Pacquiao is a traitor. Isko Moreno is Duterte in blue. Leni Robredo is Duterte in 
pink. 


There's no money involved in writing this; there's only my sheer will and rage. 


Leni Robredo pushing for the improvement of 
local health services /s a rejection to abortion. 


e September 6, 2021: Robredo. . .rejects abortion and was against decriminalizing 
abortion. 
January 26, 2022: Robredo against abortion but 'open' to its decriminalization. 
January 26, 2022: Robredo 'conflicted' over legalizing abortion in rape cases 
January 29, 2022: Robredo still anti-abortion, but open to listen for extreme 
cases. 

e March 2, 2022: Robredo open to hear ‘divergent voices' on abortion . . . 


Although she argued that if she ever becomes the president, she will be 'open' to 
decriminalizing abortion because it'll be her duty to hear people out, she still focuses on 
the data that shows the risks that come with abortion. 


Here’s a list of data on the complications and risks that come with Pregnancy and 
Childbirth: 


e richildfree: List of all bodily risks of pregnancy and An overview of health risks 
associated with pregnancy and childbirth 

Healthline: Complications During Pregnancy and Delivery 

Pregnancy Risks 

UNICEF: Maternal Mortality 

WHO: Maternal Mortality 

CDC: Pregnancy-Related Deaths 

JAMA: Why do Hundreds of US Women Die Annually in Childbirth? 
Advocates for Youth: Adolescent Maternal Mortality 

UPPI and UNFPA: Already before COVID-19, the Philippines saw about 2,600 
women dying every year due to complications from pregnancy or childbirth. The 
maternal mortality cases in 2020 can increase to up to 670 additional deaths from 
the 2019 level (26 % increase). 

Philippines: The Mother and the Unborn 

Exploring the Risks of Repeated Pregnancy Among Adolescents and Young 
Women in the Philippines 


Indeed, there are risks that come with abortion, pregnancy, and childbirth. Women die 
from having unsafe abortions because it remains illegal here in the Philippines. 


These women are aware of the risks that come with having an abortion yet they still 
choose to have it for reasons are to be found in PINSAN's Decriminalization of Abortion 
Bill. 


Why should we care at all? 


Parenthood is a choice; not a stage of life. 


We've always been taught the life script of going to school, getting a job, having a family, 
etc. We see it in our surroundings. There are people who want to become parents and 
others that don't. Their reasons are valid because it is their life. 


Having access to safe abortion can save lives and can make life more manageable for 
all of us. Not everyone has jobs that pay them well or have nurturing homes. If you don't 
want to get an abortion, you can keep it to yourself. Don't take it away from others, 
unless you yourself want to be the one who will pay and be responsible for everything. 


Here's a gem of a Twitter thread coming from a mother of six that goes to all of us: I'm 
convinced men actually have zero interest in stopping abortion. 


Leni Robredo has always stated that she will be ‘open’ to listening to our justifications for 
abortion. But there really is no justifying her anti-abortion stand. If she's true to her 
words on fighting for women empowerment and on decriminalizing abortion, why is she 
not fighting for it now as a presidential candidate? Why is she prioritizing her win over a 
long-standing and historic battle that has been and is affecting all of us? 


The fight for abortion is not only for women but also for men and children. Women, who 
are currently underpaid, are also expected to do unpaid domestic work at home after 
work. Men also experience pressure from having to work long hours to help provide for 
the family. Both have a high chance of being forced to marry. 


Not all children have access to their proper needs because the parents can't afford to 
give them those. Many of these children are left to starve to death on the streets. Not 
having access to abortion is among the factors that are ruining our relationships and 
families. 


So what are all those talks of women struggles that Leni Robredo is doing for if she only 
remains to be ‘open' to listening? There have been women whom she met as a Human 
Rights lawyer, are their struggles not enough to move her? 


Leni Robredo pushing for annulment /s a 
rejection to divorce. 


March 23, 2018: VP Robredo backs divorce with certain conditions 

February 27, 2022: Robredo against divorce, says nullification of marriage now 
more accessible 

February 27, 2022: Opposing divorce, Robredo says economic empowerment 
can help women in bad marriages 


On Divorce 


What is the difference between an annulment and divorce? 
Annulment in the Philippines 

Necessity Divorce 

Divorce should be an option 

Why the passage of the divorce bill will help Filipino women 
Ending a Marriage in the Only Country That Bans Divorce 


There are people here in the Philippines who are currently suffering from bad or dead 
marriages. Yet they can't find a way out to move on and have a new life because there's 
no divorce here, only annulment. 


Annulment is a lengthy and tedious process with strict grounds, to begin with, that can 
be more difficult to prove. On the hand, Divorce is an easier, cheaper, and shorter 
process that people can really opt for. 


People who believe in marriage or are in it for the benefits should also be given a choice 
to divorce or annul. Giving only annulment as the sole choice is severely punishing for 
people who are already experiencing abuse within their marriage because they have to 
needlessly suffer for a long period of time and retraumatize themselves while waiting for 
the court's decision. 


Leni Robredo is making annulment accessible by giving economic empowerment to 
women, which means giving them more jobs and livelihood so they could just walk away 
is not a great answer or alternative to divorce. 


The current minimum wage in Manila is up to Php 547/day, while in provinces is much 
less around Php 350-404/day! The current total fee for annulment can cost from Php 
100,000 to Php 600,000. Realistically, most of us can't even afford to save up that 
amount within a year and it's not the only thing we need to spend on. 


How can we truly have economic empowerment when we're also suffering from wage 
stagnation and she's not for increasing our minimum wage? 


Leni Robredo pushing for Same-Sex civil union 
is a rejection to Same-Sex Marriage. 


e Robredo, Lacson support same-sex civil union; Pacquiao reiterates opposition 
e Presidential candidates weigh in on civil union and divorce 
e [Adn] Clarification: We are against same-sex marriage but we are for civil union 


The LGBTIA+ is fighting for Same-Sex marriage here in the Philippines, especially those 
who are religious or who are in for the benefits of having security. Civil unions don't have 
the same benefits as that of a marriage, and the Civil Partnership Act has not been 
passed. 


Will it? 


These are the benefits that are being pushed by the Civil Partnership Act (HB 6595): 


Inheritance of wealth and property 
Right to adopt children 
Insurance and retirement benefits from the Social Security System, Government 
Service Insurance System, Philippine Health Insurance Corp., and other state 
agencies 

e Ability to make important decisions for their spouse (such as critical medical 
conditions and funerals) 

e Protection against discriminatory practices (for example, employers who refuse to 
hire based on an applicant’s civil partnership status) 

e Marital communication privileges, which prohibits the couple from being forced to 
testify against one another 


How can Leni Robredo keep her promise to the LGBTQIA+ community in the Philippines 
if she's currently not pushing or talking about the HB 6595 to be passed now as a 
presidential candidate? 


Is she just up for giving false promises? 


Leni Robredo pushing for her Angat Buhay 
program while being ‘open’ to taxing the rich is a 
rejection to Wealth Tax 


e Robredo open to taxing super rich, but says this alone can't solve inequality 


Leni Robredo's Angat Buhay program is her fight against poverty. 


In her program, she claims: "As there is no single way to solve poverty in a community, 
the OVP capacitates key sectors, including disaster-affected families, grassroot 
stakeholders, urban poor, women, and the youth by empowering them through various 
modes of engagement." 


The root cause of poverty is Capitalism and Neoliberalism. Leni Robredo is a neoliberal 
economist who is being backed by neoliberal economists. And the same economics 
being taught in our schools and university. /t's about us serving the economy rather than 
the economy serving us. 


But the economy is no entity. When politicians, media, and the people around us talk 
about the economy, they're actually referring to capitalists, billionaires, and big 
businesses — intentionally or unintentionally. We have been taught to be sympathetic to 
businesses that are only serving themselves and bringing us deeper into poverty. 


Neoliberalism favors foreign ownership over local ownership, which obviously benefits 
the foreigners more so than us and our local economy. It prioritizes private ownership 
over public ownership, and look where it led us — heavy traffic, private buildings, noise 
and environmental pollution, expensive hospital bills, expensive proper education, 
expensive rental and housing, expensive gas rates, everything fucking expensive and at 
what cost? 


Everything. 
While Leni Robredo's Angat Buhay program may have helped people, it doesn't in any 


way fight poverty because again, she's not for increasing our minimum wage and has 
not made any stands on making the wage rates of Manila and the provinces equal. 


Ultimately, she's not addressing the roots of poverty that affects all of us on the daily 
basis. 


Leni Robredo pointed out that the Wealth Tax is not enough in response to Ka Leody's 
Wealth Tax proposal. But instead seeing of Ka Leody and Bello's proposed Wealth Tax 
and pairing it with healthcare and education as the government's responsibility and 
raising our wages, she deliberately focuses on Wealth Tax alone. A subtle way of 
reducing the benefits of what the proposed Wealth Tax can bring, all the more with the 
pairs that have been proposed along with it. 


A lot of people are being pushed to do businesses here in the Philippines because not 
only are we trained to be sympathetic towards businesses and the economy, it's also 
among the few careers that our current system highly rewards. I'm talking about STEM 
careers, yes. Leni Robredo keeps on talking about balancing when clearly there's just no 
balancing here. Everything is increasingly expensive while our wages remain stagnant, 
all the more with the wards happening worldwide. 


Politicians, including Leni Robredo, keep on talking about boosting our economy; hence 
increasing our GDP. In every GDP increase, there should also be an increase of Php 
10/day in our wages, but it's not happening. Only the politicians, elites, and big 
businesses benefit from the GDP increase, and if it decreases? 


Boom, the unemployment rate soars high. 
And we are to be blamed. 


How can small businesses thrive when the people in their surroundings just don't have 
the money? More job is not the answer. It’s higher wages. 


But as you see, in the article that said Leni Robredo favors reassessment of the 
minimum wage: "A lot of sectors are asking for a raise in the minimum wage, and | have 
been reading the views of economists that the actual value of minimum wage now is 
lower because of the increase in prices of basic commodities." 


Is she going to keep on listening to her fellow neoliberal economists instead of the 
realities we are facing? 


Will she go for boosting our local economy and empowering us by also taxing the rich, 
retrieving the ill-gotten wealth, and raising our wages, instead of believing that minimum 
wage should be lowered because it's about 'balancing'? 


Leni Robredo's political campaign on peace and 
radical love is false and empty. 


e January 7, 2020: Here are reforms Robredo wants in Duterte gov’t’s drug war 
e February 16, 2022: Robredo reiterates support for ELCAC program 


The government loves to shift the blame of their insidiousness and anti-poor maneuvers 
on drugs. Violence is not and will never be caused by drugs alone, there are a lot of 
psychological and sociological factors that need to be considered. For example, an 
individual's temperament. 


e Exposure to Family Violence and Temperament Factors as Predictors of Adult 
Psychopathology and Substance Use Outcomes 
e Aggression and Violence 


While Leni Robredo frowns upon Duterte's Anti-Drug War, she proceeds to add her 
tweaks. As you can see in the reforms she has proposed, she's encouraging LGUs and 
local citizens to help in expanding government surveillance, which only targets and risks 
the lives of poor people. She has no regard for people relapsing as a part of their 
treatment. She's into forcing rehabilitation and exposing and prosecuting those who 
refuse. Drug or Substance abuse is a complex issue that the current Anti-Drug war is not 
solving, it's only killing people and wasting their lives away. 


Leni Robredo also supports Duterte's NTF-ELCAC. The current Philippine Military 
budget is around hundreds of billions, specifically PHP 222,000,000,000 or Php 222 
Billion compared to the Php 205.8 Billion in 2021. Those people involved in the armed 
struggle (No, |am not a part of them) or are being red-tagged are asking for basic 
needs: food, homes, and being fucking heard. But instead of actually helping these 
people, the government chooses to drop bombs and feed them bullets when they could 
actually help them and reduce the number of people who will want to join the armed 
struggle. We have the fucking money for it. But alas, it's also a feature of the 
government to keep prioritizing preparing for war over addressing the problems of its 
citizens. | will not expand more on this, but if you're interested | suggest: You Can't Be 
Neutral on a Moving Train. 


Leni Robredo thinks that NTF-ELCAC can be reformed, but there's no reforming an 
organization that's essentially for man-killing. She talks about peace and radical love, yet 


she does not bother diving into why people are going for armed struggle or why they're 
rightfully distrustful of the government. She even plans on turning the Philippines into a 
Maritime Power, which will mean another big money on the military. 


The Anti-Drug War and NTF-ELCAC are anti-poor. It's Duterte's Legacy that she wants 
to keep. Only if she becomes the president, it will be colored in pink. 
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Leni Robredo's ‘open’ stands on issues is not 
flexibility, it's non-transparency. 


In the case of Leni Robredo, her open stands on issues is about her fishing for votes 
from all sectors. She's securing her win over having a definite stand on issues. She's 
only going to listen and actually fight for our empowerment if and only if she becomes 
the president, which is loud and clear because it's ever-present in various news articles 
already. 


Leni Robredo, the Kakampinks, and Media outlets should stop evoking women 
empowerment and associating it with Leni when her platform does not empower 
women. The current status quo is patriarchy and neoliberalism and that is what 
she's fighting for. 


Leni Robredo wants to reform the system to force corrupt politicians to be good. 
But the system is not broken, it's working as it should. Forcing anyone to do 
anything never ends well. We already live in a world full that forces, imposes, and 
suppresses — look where we are now. 


It does not matter if a man, woman, or queer runs the current system. Things will 


remain the same for us: getting betrayed and disappointed and still crawling in 
poverty. If we do seek change, change the system — not reform it in pink colors. 
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